Frequently Asked Questions - J.S. Smith
FAQ #13 – What is faith?


It is an abstract term that seems to defy easy definition. Many ask, “What is faith?”

The Bible answers this important question very succinctly in Hebrews 11:1-2: “Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.” Christian faith is a confidence in God that his promises are reliable and his testimony is true. Without actually seeing God himself, we recognize him through the deeds of providence, his fingerprints on creation and his witness through the inspired word.

John began to close his account of Christ’s life by suggesting that the record of the Lord’s miracles is evidence enough to believe in him (John 20:30-31). He was commenting upon the Lord’s gentle rebuke of “doubting” Thomas: “Blessed are those have not seen and yet have believed” (John 20:29). Those miraculous works of Christ ceased with the death of the last apostle, but the providential care of God never ends. In our lives, we can see and sense the concern of God as he answers prayer and gives blessing.

Even many secular scientists are coming to the conclusion that the universe shows evidence of design. That is because the fingerprints of a creator are all over the world. To believe that the solar system and the human body are mere cosmic accidents would require an immensely ungodly faith in statistical absurdities. Paul warned, “For since the creation of the world his invisible attributes are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, even his eternal power and Godhead, so that they are without excuse” (Romans 1:20). It is the fool who has no faith and says there is no God when the world around him shouts that there is (Psalm 14:1). Indeed, the heavens declare the glory of God (Psalm 19:1).

Moreover, the preservation of the Bible testifies to the sovereignty of Almighty God. Although its ink was supplied by dozens of writers over many centuries, the Bible is without contradiction and its prophecies are without fail. It is a message that testifies to its own inspiration and divine plan. Bible faith is confident in God’s will without doubting (James 2).

1. How does Hebrews 11:1-2 define faith? Explain what this means to you.
Faith is the substance of things hoped (faith takes the place of the solid nature of objects that we long to possess) for and the evidence of things not seen (faith is like courtroom evidence in establishing truth).
2. Is faith, then, blind? How do the following contribute to the validity of faith in God?
a) Signs of intelligent design in creation are evidence there is a
    God to believe in.
b) Presence of conscience and morality in humans alone points 
    to our being made in a higher image.
c) Amazing cohesiveness of Bible, including fulfilled prophecies
   and absence of internal contradiction shows divine guiding 
   hand in its authorship.

3. Must modern men witness miracles in order to have faith (John 20:29-31)? What should be sufficient, in light of the fact that a providential God obviously exists?
Man should be able to come to believe in Jehovah by studying the miracles of the Bible.

4. What is “divine providence”? Give some Bible examples. How does it bolster people’s faith in God (Matthew 6:25-33)?
Divine providence is God’s activity in caring for his creatures through natural means, such as jobs leading to food and air leading to breathing. God providently brought Esther to Persia’s throne and Ruth to Boaz’s side. Acknowledging his providence allows people to see God so obviously at work, answering prayer and anticipating needs.

5. Modern thinkers contend that religion is foolish and that atheistic evolution is the answer to man’s origins. Which scientist has actually observed universe creation or one species evolving into another?
No scientist has observed any such thing; macroevolution is simply a theory about our origins that is a rival to the Bible account.

6. What is true of the person who ponders the universe and refuses to believe in God (Romans 1:18-23, Psalm 14:1)?
That man is a fool and is without excuse for his ignorance because there is so much evidence all around him of intelligent design in the human mind, the body, the Earth, and the universe.

7. The sacrifices of many people who were in a position to know for certain because of their convictions is further testimony to the validity of the Bible message about faith. What did these people sacrifice and what could they have done and saved simply by recanting their convictions?
a) Mary, the mother of Jesus, could have exposed her son as 
    human, saving his life, but did not and he died.
b) Saul of Tarsus would have continued persecuting Christians 
    had not Jesus appeared to him on the Damascus Road.
c) The apostles could have given up their ministries had not 
    Christ risen from the dead and summoned them to wait in 
    Jerusalem.
